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Think Ahead 

 

Decisions have consequences, but too often we fail to 

recognize the long-term impacts of our choices until 

it’s too late. How can we avoid these surprises?    

“In the days of her affliction and roaming, Jerusalem remem-

bers all her pleasant things that she had in the days of old. When 

her people fell into the hand of the enemy, with no one to help her, 

the adversaries saw her and mocked at her downfall. . . . She did 

not consider her destiny; therefore her collapse was awesome” 

(Lam. 1:7, 9). 

 


 

The destruction of Jerusalem at the hands of the Babylonians in 

586 BC was a disaster unparalleled in Israel’s history. The glories 

of the kingdom of David and Solomon lay forgotten in the dust of 

history, and all of God’s promises of what He would accomplish 

through His people were shattered into oblivion, never to be re-

stored. Or so it seemed to the handful of survivors who lived to 

witness what had become of God’s habitation. As its title suggests, 

the little book of Lamentations is a dirge to the memory of a once 

great city, now a smoking ruin. 

What went wrong? How could God allow such a calamity to 

befall His people? The answer is not hard to see, to those who have 

eyes to see it.  

It started “in the days of old,” when Jerusalem enjoyed “all her 

pleasant things” (v. 7). Life was good—indeed, too good for a 

people whom God had set apart for a more noble purpose. The 

problem was not their wealth per se, but the moral corruption that 

grew out of that life of luxury, especially among the upper clas-

ses. The prophets had often railed against the crass materialism 

and excess that had crept into the lives of the people, but few lis-

tened to the warnings. During those glory days, Jerusalem “did 

not consider her destiny” (v. 9). Other versions render this phrase, 

“took no thought of her future” (ESV), or “never thought of what 

would follow” (Moffat). The people lived for the moment, blind 

to the internal rot feeding on their selfish lifestyles. The gradual 

downward spiral ended in social collapse and foreign invasion. 

The end caught them by surprise. But it shouldn’t have.  

Every decision we make in this life has an immediate impact, 

followed by ripple effects that may not be readily apparent. Yes, 

there may be a reward today—but what additional price might I 

have to pay tomorrow, and the day after? Do we bother to think 

about these second- and third-order consequences? 

The alcoholic who has lost his marriage, his family, his job, 

and his bank account can complain, “I didn’t sign up for this!” Oh 

yes, he did! When he enjoyed his first few beers, he gave no 

thought to where that little pleasure might take him, and now that 

he has ridden the train to its final destination, “his collapse is awe-

some.” If only he had considered his destiny at the beginning. 

A young woman buys into the feminist dogma that a career is 

more fulfilling than a family, so she throws herself into the corpo-

rate world and spends the next twenty years of her life clawing for 

titles and promotions. A string of short-term (and unfulfilling) re-

lationships are all she has time for. Then one day she wakes up 

and realizes that the window for marriage, children, and family  

—all the things that she promised herself she would get around to 

“someday”— has effectively closed. Now she is lonely and cyni-

cal, with little hope of knowing anything else. She made her deci-

sion early in life, but “never thought of what would follow.”  

So much of the pain and heartache we encounter in life could 

be avoided if, before we make major decisions, we first take time 

to study the long-term effects of our choices. Seek the counsel of 

older people. Study the lives of others who made similar choices 

long ago. Think ahead and prepare for the future.  

— David King
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