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Wings
“Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles.” 
Isaiah 40:31
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Another God   
Every one of us has something in our life that we hold most dear. If that something is other

than the true God, we have a problem with idolatry. And that misplaced affection will cost us dearly.     

– David King

“Their sorrows shall be multiplied
who hasten after another god; their
drink offerings of blood I will not offer,
nor take up their names on my lips”
(Psa. 16:4).
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The first rule in Israel’s relationship
with God was simple: “You shall have
no other gods before Me” (Ex. 20:3).
God’s exclusive claim was not mere
jealousy; it was a statement of fact: He
existed, while the other gods were fig-
ments of human imagination. By replac-
ing the true God with false substitutes in
their affections, Israel was trading reali-
ty for a fantasy, truth for a lie. 

Yet throughout her history, Israel
balked at that restriction, flirting with a
host of other gods they encountered
among their neighbors. Baal, Asherah,
Chemosh, Molech—mirages every
one—captured Israel’s affections, taking
them down dark paths. But these adven-
tures never turned out well. David
warned that “their sorrows shall be mul-
tiplied who hasten after another god,”
and Israel learned that lesson the hard
way, again and again. 

We shake our heads in bewilder-
ment; why would God’s people dabble
in such foolishness? But before we wag
an accusing finger at them, we need to
take a close look at our own lives. We
may reject the pagan gods of old, but we
have gods of our own that are just as
seductive—and just as destructive—as
their ancient counterparts. 

Material prosperity is the deadliest
false god. We knock ourselves out to
acquire more money, more gadgets,
more and bigger and better homes, cars,
clothes, investment portfolios. By chas-
ing these physical things—which we
cannot take with us when we go—we
have replaced God with a counterfeit.  

Careers and work necessarily
consume a good chunk of our lives. But
when they become the end-all of our
existence, then we have surrendered our
lives to another god. And when the day
comes that we must give it up—sooner
than we think—what will replace it? 

Hobbies and recreation are perfect-
ly legitimate fun, but they can easily
crowd out activities that are more impor-
tant. If we catch ourselves sacrificing

more important functions (church, Bible
study, family, prayer) for our pasttimes,
it’s a good bet those pasttimes have
become our personal god. But in the
end, what do they gain us?  

Curiously, even relationships can
become idolatrous. What else can we
call it when a boyfriend or girlfriend
becomes so important to us that we
would just die—literally!—if we lost
them? Spouses, children, and grandchil-
dren are all delightful, but if we elevate
them to a position of ultimate meaning
in our lives, we are setting ourselves up
for a terrible fall. 

It’s not a question of whether or not
we believe in God; it’s a question of
what role he plays in our life. If our
entire life were to be taken from us,
piece by piece, and we could choose
what we had to give up, what is the very
last thing we would cling to? If we
answer that question honestly, we will
have identified our god. If the true God
does not instantly come to mind, we
have a false god running our life. And
somewhere down the road, that mis-
placed affection will cost us dearly. 


