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Wings
“Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles.” 
Isaiah 40:31
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Zeal Without Knowledge  
Zeal for God is a wonderful thing, but it can too easily degenerate into self-centered pride.

Our challenge is to learn the real meaning of God’s greatness, and let that insight guide our lives.                  

– David King

“Brethren, my heart's desire and
prayer to God for Israel is that they may
be saved. For I bear them witness that
they have a zeal for God, but not accord-
ing to knowledge. For they being igno-
rant of God's righteousness, and seeking
to establish their own righteousness,
have not submitted to the righteousness
of God” (Rom. 10:1-3).
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Paul did not hesitate to give the
Jews credit where credit was due. Here,
for example, he complimented them for
having “a zeal for God.” This was not a
sarcastic endorsement; zeal for God
really did animate much of their behav-
ior. The Jews were a deeply moral peo-
ple who shunned idolatry, built strong
families, and were punctual about their
religious rituals. Above all, they hon-
ored the Scriptures as their link to a holy
God. No one could accuse the Jews of
having a careless attitude toward God,
and Paul respected them for that. 

Yet that zeal, Paul charged, was cor-
rupted by a serious defect: it was “not
according to knowledge.” They may
have been passionate about God, but

they were ignorant of His righteousness,
and that ignorance badly distorted their
obedience to God.

This “righteousness of God” is not
referring to God’s personal character—
that was beyond dispute. Rather, Paul is
referring to God’s means of making sin-
ners righteous, a righteousness that ulti-
mately derives from God’s mercy and
forgiveness. It’s a principle that screams
from the pages of the Old Testament
(see the stories of Abraham, David,
Israel in the wilderness, and so forth).
But the Jews failed to see that principle,
seeking instead to “establish their own
righteousness” through moral posturing
and pretentiousness. By comparing
themselves to the unwashed masses
around them, they saw themselves as
“good enough” for God. That prideful
obedience instead disqualified them
from receiving God’s forgiveness, a true
righteousness grounded in humility. 

This intellectual defect rendered
their zeal for God little more than self-
congratulatory applause for the home
team. If the Jewish mobs that often
attacked Paul seem no different from

British hooligans rampaging through the
streets following a soccer match, it’s
because both groups were motivated by
the same kind of twisted, self-absorbed
fanaticism: “Our team is better than
yours—and we can prove it!” Zeal with-
out knowledge always produces this
kind of destructive conceit.

In our efforts to honor God’s law in
our own day, we are susceptible to the
same error. We can become so good, so
moral, so obedient, that we get cocky
and start treating others with contempt.
That kind of haughty spirit just kills our
effectiveness in God’s kingdom. 

How can we avoid that mistake?
The solution is not to adopt a “whatev-
er” attitude toward sin (“Oh, well,
nobody’s perfect!”). Such careless treat-
ment of God’s law is not zeal but disre-
spect. Instead, we must fix our minds on
two key facts: (1) the magnitude of our
sins and weaknesses, and (2) the magni-
tude of God’s grace in forgiving them.
Armed with a balanced view of those
two truths, our zeal for God will be tem-
pered with humility and compassion—
the true righteousness of God. 


