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Wings
“Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles.” 
Isaiah 40:31
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The Sins of My Youth 
The vitality and enthusiasm of youth is almost always accompanied by painful mistakes, 

remembered in later years with regret. With the right attitude, that can be a good thing.             

– David King

“For You write bitter things against
me, and make me inherit the iniquities of
my youth” (Job 13:26).

“Do not remember the sins of my
youth, nor my transgressions; according
to Your mercy remember me, for Your
goodness' sake, O Lord” (Psa. 25:7).
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We remember Job and David as
heroes of faith whose lives we should
emulate. But they did not see their own
lives that way. In their later years, both
looked back with regret on what they
called “the sins of my youth,” misdeeds
from their early days that they knew
deserved the judgment of a holy God.
That both men would make the identical
confession points to an experience that
is shared by all who live full lives. 

We all come into this world totally
devoid of wisdom, and must somehow
learn how to live life successfully. That
knowledge can be gained by two ways:
preferably by listening to our elders or—
more likely—by not listening and mak-
ing our own mistakes. “Good judgment
comes from experience,  and experience
comes from bad judgment,” much of

which is encountered in our younger,
dumber days. If we live long enough and
maintain a modicum of integrity, like
Job and David we will eventually gain a
heart of wisdom, paid for with the scars
of  past sins. 

This is not to disparage youth.
Many of the heroes of the Bible were
young people who, perhaps with some
idealistic naivete, put their elders to
shame by their fearless faith. One old
apostle certainly saw value in the contri-
butions of young people: “I have written
to you, young men, because you are
strong, and the word of God abides in
you, and you have overcome the wicked
one” (1 Jn. 2:14). The world would be
impoverished without the reckless
enthusiasm of young people. 

But the achievements of the young
often come with a price, and it is not
until later in life that we recognize the
foolishness of the words and deeds com-
mitted in earlier days. We may be older
and wiser people now, but the memory
of those youthful blunders will always
remind us of our frailties. All we can do
is seek comfort in forgiveness, and try to

pass our hard-earned wisdom on to the
next generation. 

That is why, apart from a few cranks
who never learned from their mistakes,
older people tend to be more patient and
less judgmental. A frequent complaint of
young preachers is that their older col-
leagues seem to “go soft” on sin in their
later years. That may account for some
cases, but the more likely explanation is
that the old-timers have gained greater
humility about the reality of the fallen
human condition. None of us are perfect,
and older people have had a lifetime of
hard experience to appreciate the impli-
cations of that simple truth. When Jesus
gave his critics permission to stone an
adulteress—but only on the condition
that they were without sin—they all
walked away, one by one, “beginning
with the oldest even to the last” (Jn. 8:9).
The older fellows, having a keener sense
of their failings, were the first to get the
point of Jesus’ challenge.

The sins of our youth may be
painful, but they can be stepping stones
to a deeper wisdom, if we are humble
enough to learn from them. 


