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Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Barry Roush  . 683-8243

Evangelists
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

PPaasstt,,  pprreesseenntt,,  ffuuttuurree  
by David King

February 24, 2008

“The children of Israel also wept again and

said: ‘Who will give us meat to eat? We

remember the fish which we ate freely in

Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks,

the onions, and the garlic; but now our whole

being is dried up; there is nothing at all except

this manna before our eyes’” (Num. 11:5-6). 

This incident reveals much about how peo-

ple tend to view the three perspectives of their

lives: past, present, and future. A study of how

the Israelites viewed these phases of their

existence can help us avoid their mistakes.

Regarding their past, the Israelites had a

selective memory, biased toward the good

things they had experienced. “We remember

the fish which we ate” — but they forgot the

hardship and pain that accompanied those

meals. Their slavery had been a brutal, miser-

able existence, but now that it was over, they

forgot the suffering, remembering only the lit-

tle details that had given them delight during

those days. This nostalgic fondness for “the

good old days”  became the standard by which

they measured their present.    

Regarding their present circumstances,

the Israelites were overwhelmingly negative.

They were now a free people, released from

their bondage in Egypt; they had manna from

heaven every morning to sustain them; if nec-

essary, water would gush from rocks to quench

their thirst; and God was personally guiding

them to a new life in a new land. Yet the

Israelites could see nothing positive in any of

this. Instead, they complained about every-

thing — the tiresome journey, their leadership,

even their daily food from God. Compared to

their faulty image of the past, their current

condition became unbearable. So they com-

plained bitterly.  

What was the Israelites’ perception of their

future? If they thought of it at all, they saw

only threats and obstacles. For example, the

presence of giants and walled cities in Canaan

convinced them that any attempt at invasion

was doomed to fail: “Why has the Lord brought

us to this land to die by the sword, that our

wives and children should become victims?”

(Num. 14:3). Beyond that imagined fate, they

saw . . . nothing. No victory, no pleasant

homes and fields, no peace and prosperity.

God’s promise of a new life in a land flowing

with milk and honey simply didn’t register with

these people. They could not visualize the life

that awaited them, so as far as they were con-

cerned, it did not exist. 

Let’s summarize the key points: The

Israelites had an overly positive view of their

past, an overly negative view of their present,

and no vision at all of their future. Is it any

wonder they were not prepared to take the

Promised Land?

The lesson for us today is one of balance.

We should remember the problems we encoun-

tered in our past (without fixating on them).

We should force ourselves to recognize and

appreciate all the positive things we have going

for us in the present. And above all, we must

sharpen our vision of the future, and look with

eagerness to the promises God has given us of

better things to come. 


