
Pleasant Valley
Church of Christ

3317 Amidon
Wichita KS 67204
(316) 838-4195

www.letjesusleadus.org

Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Deon Kisner  . 522-8949
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Barry Roush  . 683-8243

Evangelists
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

CCoouunntt  tthhee  ccoossttss  
by David King

February 10, 2008

“Now great multitudes went with Him. And

He turned and said to them, ‘If anyone comes

to Me and does not hate his father and mother,

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes,

and his own life also, he cannot be My disci-

ple. And whoever does not bear his cross and

come after Me cannot be My disciple. . . . So

likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all

that he has cannot be My disciple’” (Lk.

14:25, 26, 33).

This is the same Jesus who, a few months

later, commissioned His apostles to go through-

out the earth and “make disciples of all

nations” (Matt. 28:19). He wants disciples, yes

— the more the better. But He wants real dis-

ciples, not a fan club of fickle, half-hearted

admirers. 

That why He spoke so brusquely to the

crowds that thronged around Him. “Great mul-

titudes went with Him” — but were they com-

mitted followers, or merely camp followers who

were out for a little excitement and maybe

some free goodies? “Disciples” who were just

along for the ride were worse than worthless.

Their inconsistent behavior would give Jesus’

enemies plenty of ammunition to use against

Him. And when the going got tough and these

sunshine followers began bailing out in large

numbers, it would be a blow to the morale of

those who were truly committed. 

So Jesus served notice to the crowds. If

they wanted to follow Him — really follow Him

— they needed to seriously assess the impact

of that decision on every aspect of their lives.

Did they have families? Then Jesus must be

more important than any of them. Were they

people of means? Did they have houses, lands,

silver and gold, fine clothes? Then they must

be prepared to walk away from all that, and

never look back. Like a doomed criminal forced

to carry his own cross to the place of execu-

tion, they would have to accept whatever bur-

den came with being a disciple of Jesus—public

humiliation, poverty, maybe even death. Were

they really ready to take on this role? 

In time, of course, most of the crowds

proved to be just as shallow as Jesus feared.

Almost to a person, they abandoned Him at His

own trial and death. These people demonstrat-

ed that they could not be His disciples. That

picture changed following His resurrection,

when people finally realized what Jesus’ mis-

sion was all about. 

The words of Jesus still challenge us today.

If we are not willing to give up everything for

Him, to commit our lives totally to following His

teachings and example, then He prefers that

we stay away. If our involvement is half-heart-

ed and inconsistent, He really doesn’t need us. 

Sadly, that message has been largely lost

on modern Christianity. Far too many people

today wear the label “Christian” with little or no

appreciation for what that name demands of

them. And the result, as Jesus feared, is pre-

dictable: “Christianity,” as the world knows it,

is scorned as a motley collection of shallow,

hypocritical, and often self-righteous people. 

Can you be a disciple of Jesus? Before you

say yes, count the costs. Are you ready to pay

that price? 


