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3317 Amidon
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(316) 838-4195

www.letjesusleadus.org

Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Deon Kisner  . 522-8949
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Barry Roush  . 683-8243

Evangelist
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

SSeeeekkiinngg  ppeerrffeeccttiioonn  iinn  aann  iimmppeerrffeecctt  wwoorrlldd
by David King

May 13, 2007

“Therefore you shall be perfect, just as

your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).

“For there is not a just man on earth who

does good and does not sin” (Eccl. 7:20).

These two verses illustrate the conundrum

that every conscientious child of God struggles

with throughout life. On the one hand, we are

told to be perfect and “do not sin” (1 Cor.

15:34). That means no mistakes. Yet on the

other hand, we are told that we’ll never

achieve that lofty goal. No one will ever be sin-

lessly perfect, at least on their own merit. Our

challenge is to find a happy balance between

these two principles, both in our dealings with

other, and with ourselves.

Some people fixate on the first principle

(“be perfect”) to the neglect of the second.

These are the folks who either beat themselves

up because of their own weaknesses, or

become unbearable to associate with because

they constantly criticize everyone else’s flaws. 

Other people avoid that extreme by

embracing the other principle (“no one is per-

fect”). These people just shrug their shoulders

at the whole idea of improvement or excel-

lence, and tolerate all manner of behaviors,

both in themselves and in others. We can’t be

judgmental, you know. 

Put all these people together, and you end

up with a volatile mix: Some people are deter-

mined to straighten out everyone else’s lives;

others are equally determined to remove any

rules or restrictions on any behavior; and oth-

ers are a psychotic mess, unable to live with

themselves or others. The result is chaos —

which pretty much explains why the world is in

the shape it is in today.

The solution to all this confusion, of

course, is to appreciate how these two princi-

ples really do harmonize with each other. 

First, we must realize that although no one

will ever achieve sinless perfection in this life,

it is the striving for that goal that is the

source of every advancement in human

endeavor. When people push themselves — or

are pushed — to reach higher levels of per-

formance, they will accomplish things they

never thought they could accomplish, even if

they don’t reach their original goals. So it is

good to set our sights high, and to gently prod

others to do the same. 

Second, we must respect the role of for-

giveness in this equation. God forgives our

mistakes. We should forgive the mistakes of

others. And we should forgive ourselves.

Forgiveness is not the same as indifferent tol-

eration. Forgiveness implies a standard, and a

failure to meet that standard. But the beauty

of forgiveness is that our failures are not fatal.

We are given another chance to get it right,

and another, and another. It is this environ-

ment of mercy that allows people to grow and

improve, without becoming despondent over

their imperfections.

The biblical injunction to “be perfect” is not

inconsistent with the declaration that no one

will ever be so. In fact, they are perfect com-

plements to each other, providing just the right

combination of discipline and reassurance that

can inspire us to reach our full potential. 


