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3317 Amidon
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(316) 838-4195

www.letjesusleadus.org

Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Deon Kisner  . 522-8949
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Barry Roush  . 683-8243

Evangelist
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

WWhhyy  tthheeyy  hhaatteedd  JJeessuuss
by David King

February 4, 2007

“And He was teaching daily in the temple.

But the chief priests, the scribes, and the lead-

ers of the people sought to destroy Him, and

were unable to do anything; for all the people

were very attentive to hear Him” (Lk. 19:47-

48). 

Throughout His career, Jesus lived under

the constant threat of death. From almost the

very beginning of His ministry, in His home-

town of Nazareth (Lk. 4:28-30), until the final

Passover in which His enemies finally succeed-

ed, Jesus faced a level of hate that was off the

chart. His critics were not content merely to

debate Him; they were determined to destroy

Him. It was only a matter of time before they

finally found a way to make it happen.

But why did His enemies have such a furi-

ous rage against Jesus? What did He do to

arouse such hostility against Himself?

We could understand this reaction if Jesus

was kidnapping and abusing little kids, or if He

was leading a band of thieves on a rampage

through the villages of Galilee, or if He was

stirring up insurrection against the govern-

ment. People can get pretty upset when their

social order is attacked. 

But Jesus was doing none of those things.

Everything He did can be summarized in two

activities: He taught people how to live so as

find true happiness, and He performed random

acts of kindness on those who were hurting.

Jesus’ life was devoted to helping people, and

He accomplished that to a degree that no other

man had ever done. So why did He have ene-

mies? Why did they seek to kill Him?

There were two factors in Jesus’ work that

led to this murderous response.

First, the success of Jesus’ work among the

common people exposed the deficiencies of the

current leadership. When the Jewish rulers

brought Jesus before Pilate to have Him exe-

cuted, the governor knew instantly what the

real motivation was that drove this demand:

envy (Matt. 27:18). The message of Jesus res-

onated with the daily lives of the people, unlike

the tired, obtuse pronouncements of the the-

ologians who dominated Judaism. 

The second factor is related to the first.

Jesus did not merely offer an alternative to the

empty teaching of the Jewish rulers, He also

challenged it. Jesus spoke directly to the

hypocrisy, faulty logic, and bad attitudes that

lay at the foundation of the prevailing religious

structure of His day. And the leaders under-

stood His meaning perfectly. Either they had to

acknowledge their mistakes and change, or

Jesus had to be silenced. The second option

was much easier. So they killed Him.

If we choose to throw our lot with Jesus,

we can expect the same treatment. Jesus said,

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated

Me before it hated you” (Jn. 15:18). Those

whose lives are challenged by our teaching and

example will “think it strange that you do not

run with them in the same flood of dissipation,

speaking evil of you” (1 Pet. 4:4). We do not

have enemies because we harm them; we have

enemies because we are showing a better way

—and they know it. They hate us for the same

reasons that they hated Jesus. 


