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The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

SSaattaann’’ss  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess
by David King

July 19, 2009

“Now when the devil had ended every

temptation, he departed from Him until an

opportune time” (Lk. 4:13).

Thus ended the temptation of Christ at the

outset of His ministry. Jesus defeated Satan on

all three temptations, so it was all downhill

from there, right?

Wrong. Satan may have lost a battle, but

he was not about to give up the war. There

would be another “opportune time,” and anoth-

er, and another. He would not give up until he

had succeeded in his mission to thwart God’s

plan by enticing His Son to commit a sin. Any

sin would do; if he could trip up Jesus just

once, His perfect character would be ruined,

and God’s plan would come crashing down. 

In fact, Satan had numerous other oppor-

tunities to entice Jesus into sin. When Jesus

foretold of His impending arrest and crucifixion,

Simon Peter rebuked Him for His negativity.

Peter no doubt had good intentions, but Jesus

saw a more sinister hand at work: “Get behind

me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you

are not mindful of the things of God, but the

things of men” (Matt. 16:22-23). It was a

harsh put-down, but Jesus was dealing with a

master strategist who knew how to use even

His closest friends as instruments of His

destruction. 

Near the end, after Jesus had successfully

beaten back every attempt of Satan to distract

Him from His goal, He encountered Satan’s last

and best temptation. Like any human, Jesus

did not want to die, especially the kind of grue-

some death that He knew awaited Him. So He

was tempted to simply quit. All He had to do

was call on God to save Him, and legions of

angels would swoop down to deliver Him from

the horrible fate that awaited Him (Matt.

26:53). So with that option dangling in front

Him, Jesus agonized with a temptation unlike

any He had faced before. He prayed so

intensely that His sweat became “like great

drops of blood falling down to the ground” (Lk.

22:44). If Jesus had any weak spot, surely this

was it. Satan knew exactly how to work it to

his advantage. 

Of course, Jesus resisted this last tempta-

tion, too, and finished His mission. But this

review of Satan’s tireless efforts explains much

that happens in our own lives. Satan knows

our every weakness, and can craft schemes

that employ perfectly benign agents — even

our best friends — to entice us to stray away

from God. With Adam and Eve, it was a simple

piece of fruit. With King David, it was a beauti-

ful woman. With Simon Peter at Jesus’ trial, it

was his desire to stay close to his Master that

put him in a difficult position — ironically, a sit-

uation that led him to deny that he knew

Jesus. Oh, yes, Satan can even use our loyalty

to the Lord as a weapon to bring us down.

The point of this study is that we can

never become complacent in our struggle

against sin. Resisting one temptation or a

dozen proves nothing, for Satan will have many

other opportunities to destroy us. We do not

need to become paranoid, but we must be

careful and vigilant, knowing that our adver-

sary is a cunning foe who never sleeps. 


