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“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

NNoo  eexxccuusseess!!
by David King

January 24, 2010

“A certain man gave a great supper and

invited many, and sent his servant at supper

time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come,

for all things are now ready.’ But they all with

one accord began to make excuses, . . .” (Lk.

14:16-18).

And all their excuses were quite valid. One

had just acquired some land and needed to

evaluate his new holding. Another had just

purchased five yoke of oxen and had to try

them out on the farm. Another had just gotten

married — what could possibly be more impor-

tant than his honeymoon?

All these men had their reasons for not

coming to the feast. But whatever their rea-

sons, the end result was the same: “None of

those men who were invited shall taste my

supper” (v. 24). The land, the oxen, and even

the new wife would still be around, no matter

what. But the opportunity to enjoy their

friend’s hospitality had passed — and would

likely never come again. 

There are three lessons this parable teach-

es us about the human art of making excuses.

First, every excuse seems valid to the one

who offers it. There will always be a host of

reasons why we cannot do something that is

unpleasant, difficult, or troublesome. 

Second, excuses are never insurmountable.

If the excuse-maker really wanted to overcome

the obstacle, he could find a way to do it. In

reality, every excuse is just another way of

saying, I’d rather not bother trying. 

Finally, excuses always result in the same

outcome: a lost opportunity to accomplish

something good. We avoid the hard work

alright, but at the cost of a final reward. 

Most people live out their lives in obscurity

without accomplishing much that is meaningful.

Behind every one of those wasted lives is a

long history of making excuses. The problem is

not that people cannot accomplish great

things; it’s that they allow fear, timidity, or

self-doubt to keep them from trying. So their

lives are spent running away from challenges.

A few people, on the other hand, seem

destined to greatness. They achieve amazing

results, sometimes with the most unlikely

resources. The rest of us marvel at their ability

to get things done. What is the secret to their

success? In the vast majority of cases, these

people have disciplined themselves not to

make excuses when faced with hard tasks. 

They do not necessarily possess greater

intellect or skill. Instead, they have learned to

meet every challenge with a fierce determina-

tion to overcome it, whatever the cost. They

will succeed. No excuses!

When the path to their goal seems dark

and foreboding, and others around them give

up from the struggle, they lower their heads

and press on. No excuses!

The next time you face a serious challenge

in life, and a thousand reasons come to mind

why you should turn around and walk away,

think about this parable. What would happen if

you looked the challenge straight in the eye,

shouted “No excuses!”, and charged in? You

might be surprised what you could accomplish

— and how easy it was to do it. 


