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Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Dan Mason  . . 684-3109
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Kent Schlosser 744-1404

Evangelist
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonnaall  bbeenneevvoolleennccee
by David King

November 8, 2009

“Now concerning the collection for the

saints, as I have given orders to the churches

of Galatia, so you must do also. On the first

day of the week let each one of you lay some-

thing aside, storing up as he may prosper, that

there be no collections when I come. And when

I come, whomever you approve by your letters

I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem. But if

it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me”

(1 Cor. 16:1-3).

Modern Christianity is virtually synonymous

with organized charity. Churches play a leading

role in running hospitals, homeless shelters,

homes for unwed mothers, soup kitchens,

orphan homes, third world relief missions, and

a host of related charitable enterprises. 

No one can deny the good work that is

done by these efforts. But good works mean

nothing if they do not conform to God’s will

(Matt. 7:21-23). What does the New Testament

teach about churches and benevolence?

There are two separate but related issues

in play here. First, who are the legitimate

recipients of church aid? Second, how is this

work to be organized and administered? Our

opening text addresses both issues.

Regarding the recipients of benevolence,

notice that Paul’s command to the churches of

Galatia and Corinth involved aid to the needy

saints in Jerusalem—that is, fellow believers.

Elsewhere Paul’s description of this particular

relief mission was even more explicit: “for the

poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem”

(Rom. 15:26); “ministering to the saints” 

(2 Cor. 9:1; see v. 12). There are other exam-

ples of congregational benevolence in the New

Testament, but in every case, the recipients

were always fellow Christians (Ac. 2:44-45;

4:34-37; 6:1-6; 1 Tim. 5:3-16). In fact, the

last passage specifically restricts churches in

the matter of caring for a certain class of wid-

ows  (“let not the church be burdened”, 1 Tim.

5:16). Even among Christians there are some

who should not receive church aid (those who

“will not work”, 2 Thess. 3:10-12). Clearly,

church benevolence is limited.  

Proponents of unlimited benevolence point

to passages that promote doing good to all

men (Gal. 6:10; Jas. 1:27; etc.). But study the

contexts carefully, and it is clear that these

passages are addressing the responsibilities of

individual Christians, not church treasuries. 

Having established the bounds of church

aid, the question remains as to how it is

administered. Notice that Paul placed the

responsibility for administering this work

directly on Corinth (“whomever you approve”, 

1 Cor. 15:3). Other references to this mission

mention “the messengers of the churches,”

each of whom represented their own congrega-

tion in getting the money to Jerusalem (2 Cor.

8:23; see a list of these messengers in Ac.

20:4). This conforms to the larger principle of

congregational autonomy, in which each

congregation is responsible for its own work,

and cannot cede that responsibility to other

churches or institutions (1 Pet. 5:2).

In the Lord’s plan, church benevolence is

only a tool of self-preservation. It is not a

mandate to fix the physical ills of all mankind. 


