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Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
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Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm
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David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393
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Dan Mason  . . 684-3109
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Kent Schlosser 744-1404

Evangelist
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

LLeeaarrnniinngg  ttoo  lliisstteenn  lliikkee  JJeessuuss
by Eric Hamilton

July 5, 2009

Listening is an important skill that we all

need to develop. Jesus spoke of our need to

listen to Him. "If anyone has ears to hear, let

him hear. Pay attention to what you hear: with

the measure you use, it will be measured to

you, and still more will be added to you. For to

the one who has, more will be given, and from

the one who has not, even what he has will be

taken away" (Mark 4:23-25). Jesus told His 

disciples that listening involves not only hear-

ing something, but also paying attention and

taking it to heart. He also tells us that God will

judge us based upon what we do with what we

hear.

We will listen attentively when we're being

told something that is interesting or important

to us. We will focus closely on the words, and

make sure we clearly understand everything

that is being said. Whatever God tells us

should be important to us, but we should also

follow the example of Jesus in listening to what

others have to say. Jesus spent time listening

to those He taught. Jesus listened to the Syro-

Phoenician woman (Mark 7:24-30), Martha

(Luke 10:38-42), the rich young ruler (Luke

18:18-23), Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10),

Nicodemus (John 3:1-15), the Samaritan

woman at the well (John 4:7-30), and many

others. If Jesus, the Son of God, who knew

what was in people's hearts, took the time to

listen to what was being said, then should we

not do the same?

Listening to our brethren and to the people

we come in contact with is not only beneficial

to them, but beneficial to us as well. Making

the effort to listen to someone else shows that

person that you care about what they are 

saying and you are willing to place them above

yourself. Paul instructed, "Let no one seek his

own good, but the good of his neighbor" 

(1 Cor. 10:24). Solomon wrote that there is 

"a time to keep silence, and a time to speak"

(Eccl. 3:7b). And James put it this way: "Know

this, my beloved brothers: let every person be

quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger"

(James 1:19).

When we take the time to listen, we will

not only be treating each other better, but we

will know better what to say when the time to

speak comes. "A word fitly spoken is like

apples of gold in a setting of silver. Like a gold

ring or an ornament of gold is a wise reprover

to a listening ear" (Prov. 25:11-12). If we only

talk, and don't take the time to listen and

understand the thoughts and concerns of 

others, we will never really be a help to those

we are trying to help.

Listening like Jesus nurtures loving rela-

tionships. An open ear will create a sense of

community and family much better than cease-

less flapping gums. May we all strive to be 

better listeners!


