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Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Dan Mason  . . 684-3109
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Kent Schlosser 744-1404

Evangelist
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

AA  ccaarrnnaall  rreelliiggiioonn
by David King

June 28, 2009

Following the feeding of the 5,000, the

crowd tried to forcibly install Jesus as their

king, a move that would have been a direct

challenge to the Roman government (Jn. 6:15).

Jesus refused to accept the honor. But the

crowd continued to follow Him anyway — until

they realized there would be no more free

meals (v. 26-27). Instead of more food, Jesus

gave them only a sermon. Then they turned

away and followed Him no more (v. 66). A sav-

ior who could not provide them with political

freedom nor basic physical needs held no

appeal to them.

On another occasion, a man approached

Jesus with a request to sort out an inheritance

dispute with his brother (Lk. 12:13). Jesus

refused to get involved in the matter (v. 14),

and used the occasion instead as an opportuni-

ty to teach a lesson on the dangers of cov-

etousness (v. 15ff). This man came to Jesus

looking for justice, but like the 5,000, all he

got was a sermon. 

Look carefully at the range of issues Jesus

refused to tackle in these stories: political

reform, eradication of world hunger, social jus-

tice. Sound familiar? They should; because

they are all issues that churches today have

elevated as their primary mission in the world.

But Jesus’ example raises a disturbing ques-

tion: If our Savior refused even to touch these

pressing issues of His day, how can churches

today justify making them such a core part of

their mission? It seems rather obvious that

churches are heading in a different direction

than the One they claim to follow.

The religion of Christ is not a carnal reli-

gion. The physical needs of the human race

were never intended to be its primary concern.

Rather, it is a religion dedicated to addressing

the spiritual and moral needs of man. 

To be sure, as people get their spiritual

and moral issues sorted out, the physical

aspects of their lives will benefit as well. The

self-control, the unselfish love for others, and

all the other attributes that are developed by

following the teachings of Jesus will usually pay

dividends in all areas of people’s lives. And as

larger numbers of people come to embrace this

way of life, society as a whole will be gradually

transformed and elevated. But that transforma-

tion is a by-product of Christianity, not its pri-

mary objective. 

History demonstrates that when churches

move political and social issues to the top of

their agenda, spiritual and moral education

almost always gets shunted aside. The result is

a carnal religion that seeks to impose artificial

solutions to the problems of humanity, but

ends up only masking a deeper spiritual rot

that continues to eat away at the foundations

of society. Ironically, these churches end up

exacerbating the very problems they’re trying

to solve. 

The religion of Christ is primarily an educa-

tional enterprise. Its mission is to teach people

how to live, not to step in and solve their prob-

lems for them. Only by equipping individuals

with the basic skills to live their lives success-

fully will churches have any real impact on the

social issues of mankind.


