
Pleasant Valley
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3317 Amidon
Wichita KS 67204
(316) 838-4195

www.letjesusleadus.org

Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Dan Mason  . .684-3109
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Kent Schlosser 744-1404

Evangelist
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

HHuummaanniizziinngg  GGoodd  
by David King

May 31, 2009

“‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts,

nor are your ways My ways,’ says the Lord. ‘For

as the heavens are higher than the earth, so

are My ways higher than your ways, and My

thoughts than your thoughts’” (Isa. 55:8-9).

In ancient times, most cultures worshiped

a pantheon of gods. These gods were largely

figments of human imagination, and reflected

the character of their creators. Because these

early pagans projected their humanity onto

their gods, the gods become little more than

super-sized humans, subject to all the foibles

that afflict humanity. The ancient stories of

these gods are marked by petty jealousies,

rivalries, back-stabbing, scheming, uncontrolled

fits of rage, fickleness, and so forth. Naturally,

whatever honor the ancients gave to their gods

was tempered by a resignation that in the end,

the gods were more interested in their own

selfish interests than the mundane affairs of

men. The gods really didn’t care. 

Today, humanity (at least in the West) has

outgrown this primitive view of deity. We have

replaced our belief in a multitude of competing

gods with a belief in monotheism, one God that

reigns supreme over all the universe. The silly

superstitions that men once relied upon to

explain the mysteries of life have been

replaced by a more mature belief system. 

But look at how people treat this one God,

and it’s clear that things really haven’t changed

all that much. Even though people believe in

one God, their mental model of who this God is

and how He works is not much different from

that of the ancient pagans. 

For example, many people view God as a

doting grandfatherly type, who looks kindly on

everyone without judgment or censure.

Moreover, His primary purpose in the universe

is to help us out when we get in a jamb. These

people largely disregard what God has revealed

in His word, and live their lives however they

please. And when things go wrong, as they

inevitably will with this approach to life, they

finally turn to God with a demand to solve their

problems for them. 

Others display more respect for God, but

still project many of their own prejudices and

hangups on God. In their minds, God shares all

the same likes and dislikes they have. He

approves the same friends they do, and hates

the same enemies they do. To these people,

God is a powerful ally who confirms their rigid

— and often warped — view of the world. 

Over time, of course, people eventually fig-

ure out that their crude assumptions about God

don’t hold up, and lose whatever faith they had

in God. The problem is that people are operat-

ing on faulty assumptions of who God is and

how He operates. Our opening text explains

the mistake that people make: God does not

think like we do; He does not work the way we

work. We assume that God is really no differ-

ent than we are, when in fact, God operates on

a wholly different level than us. His view of the

world is quite different from ours. 

The secret to figuring out this life is to quit

trying to humanize God, and work instead on

trying to understand God. Otherwise, we are

no different from the pagans of old. 


