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David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393
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The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

GGrreeaattnneessss  iinn  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  
by David King

April 12, 2009

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles

lord it over them, and those who are great

exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be

so among you; but whoever desires to become

great among you, let him be your servant. And

whoever desires to be first among you, let him

be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not

come to be served, but to serve, and to give

His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:25-28).

These words of Jesus were prompted by an

incident involving the mother of two of His

apostles. She requested a special honor for her

sons, a request that triggered a jealous

response from the other apostles. Jesus had to

remind His apostles that His mission was about

service, not power. Sadly, they seemed not to

grasp the idea. They were still engaging in

these petty little power struggles right up until

the night He was betrayed, when Jesus had to

literally wash their feet to demonstrate what

He was trying to teach them. 

The lesson the apostles struggled to learn

is the same lesson we need to learn today. We

are accustomed to thinking of greatness in

terms of authority over others. The bank presi-

dent controls other people’s money. The gener-

al has powerful armies under his command.

The President wields power in guiding the

nation. The CEO runs his corporation. The mes-

sage the world sends us is unmistakable: the

more people we are in a position to “look

down” on, the greater we are.

But the kingdom of God is not an ordinary

human relationship. Greatness here is meas-

ured by service, not dominance. That principle

is obvious in studying the character of the King

Himself. He who could have summoned legions

of angels to His aid, refused even to turn a few

stones in to bread to curb His hunger, choosing

rather to use His powers for the benefit of oth-

ers. He was great because He was so unselfish-

ly good. 

There is nothing glamorous about helping

the poor, comforting the sorrowful, encouraging

the weak, or being hospitable to strangers. Yet

positions of prominence are meaningless com-

pared to these noble expressions of greatness.

Sadly, we often fail to recognize these lofty

virtues and, like the apostles, begin elbowing

for higher ranking. Preachers forget they are

ministers (literally, “servants”), and use the

pulpit as a pedestal from which they can pro-

mote themselves. Elders cease being shep-

herds, leading and feeding the flock, and

become overlords, ruling their domain with

jealous fists. Power struggles are fought by

brethren who are driven by personal ambitions

or envy. Husbands and wives squabble over

who “gets their way.” We are so busy elevating

ourselves that we disgrace the very King we

claim to honor. 

Meanwhile, a few obscure disciples are qui-

etly doing the Lord’s work. They seek no honor,

get no earthly reward, and have no authority

to flaunt. Yet the world is a better place

because of them. In their own humble way,

they are truly great. 

Who is the greatest in the kingdom of

God? If we have to ask the question, we prob-

ably still don’t get it. 


