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The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

BBeeccoommiinngg  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ooppppoossee  
by Eric Hamilton

February 1, 2009

Amaziah, king of Judah, was preparing for

an invasion of the nation of Edom. He had

assembled 300,000 men from the tribes of

Benjamin and Judah, but just to make sure he

had enough men, he hired 100,000 warriors

from the northern kingdom of Israel for the

price of 100 talents of silver.

A prophet of God came to Amaziah saying

that God was not with the nation of Israel, and

that he should send the 100,000 soldiers back

home, along with the silver that was given

them. The prophet told Amaziah not to rely on

the strength of an additional 100,000 men, but

on God. Amaziah did as the prophet said and

had a stunning victory over Edom (2 Chron.

25:5-12).

If the story ended there, we would talk

about the stunning faith Amaziah had in God,

that he was willing to forego a fourth of his

army because he trusted in God and not in his

own strength. However, that is not the end of

the story. What Amaziah did next is shocking.

After relying upon God for a victory over Edom,

Amaziah returned to Judah with the gods of

the defeated Edomites. Amaziah bowed down

to them and worshipped them (v. 14). This

complete about-face led to Amaziah's eventual

downfall.

How can such a man make such a dramatic

turn from following God boldly and faithfully to

accepting the very evil he had originally

opposed? Amaziah is an example that, even

after relying upon God in a few things, we can

then become reliant on ourselves to the point

where we ultimately reject God's authority in

our own lives.

Deep within each of us should be a desire

to strive for the righteousness that God calls

each of us to. Paul tells us to "abhor what is

evil; hold fast to what is good" (Rom. 12:9). In

our efforts to stand for the truth, we can often

fall into the trap of thinking we stand on our

own strength, rather than God's, even if we

stood on God's strength in the beginning.

Sometimes in our efforts to fight for God

we turn to evil means to achieve "victory."

Paul, a little later in Romans, says "do not be

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good"

(v. 21). How often do we come to a point

where we think we have no other option but to

sink down to the level of the evil we oppose?

But then we are no longer standing for right-

eousness. Instead we have adopted the idols of

the wicked people we sought to oppose. This,

in turn, does not overcome evil at all, but only

leads to our own downfall.

Let us learn from Amaziah's mistake and

allow God to fight our own battles, and contin-

ue to have faith in him and his righteousness,

not falling prey to the evil we oppose.


