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3317 Amidon
Wichita KS 67204
(316) 838-4195

www.letjesusleadus.org

Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022

Evangelist
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

AA  mmiinndd  ttoo  ggrrooww
by David King

November 2, 2008

Reading the book of Acts, one is struck by

the remarkable growth curve enjoyed by the

early church. The following passages capture

the spirit of those days:

“Then those who gladly received his word

were baptized; and that day about three thou-

sand souls were added to them. . . . And the

Lord added the church daily those who were

being saved” (Ac. 2:41, 47).

“Many of those who heard the word

believed; and the number of the men came to

be about five thousand” (Ac. 4:4).

“And believers were increasingly added to

the Lord, multitudes of both men and women”

(Ac. 5:14).

“Then the word of God spread, and the

number of the disciples multiplied greatly in

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests

were obedient to the faith” (Ac. 6:7).

“And the hand of the Lord was with them,

and a great number believed and turned to the

Lord. . . . And a great many people were added

to the Lord. . . . So it was that for a whole

year they assembled with the church and

taught a great many people” (Ac. 11:21, 24,

26).

“Now when the Gentiles heard this, they

were glad and glorified the word of the Lord.

And as many as had been appointed to eternal

life believed. And the word of the Lord was

being spread throughout all the region” (Ac.

13:48-49).

“So the churches were strengthened in the

faith, and increased in number daily” (Ac.

16:5).

“And some of the them were persuaded;

and a great multitude of the devout Greeks,

and not a few of the leading women, joined

Paul and Silas. . . . Therefore many of them

believed, and also not a few of the Greeks,

prominent women as well as men” (Ac. 17:4,

12).

“And many of the Corinthians, hearing,

believed and were baptized” (Ac. 18:8).

“And this continued for two years, so that

all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the

Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. . . . So the

word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed”

(Ac. 19:10, 20).

There are two lessons we can learn from

this simple survey:

First, there is a market for our product out

there in the world. The message proclaimed by

the early Christians swept the Roman Empire

because it touched a chord in human hearts

burdened by sin and hardship. Two thousand

years later, the basic condition of humanity

hasn’t changed. People are still hurting, and

the gospel is just as relevant to their needs as

ever. It is up to us to share it with them.

Second, church growth is the result of

actively teaching the word of God. Churches do

not grow by opening up shop and hanging a

sign out front. Disciples must be aggressive in

getting God’s message out into the community

around them. Like seed planted in a vast field,

God has promised that His word will bear fruit,

if His people will sow it (Isa. 55:10-11). 

Churches can still grow, but only if they

have a mind to do so.


