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Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022

Evangelist
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

WWhheenn  ppeeooppllee  ddiissaappppooiinntt  uuss
by David King

October 26, 2008

“For it is not an enemy who reproaches

me; then I could bear it. Nor is it one who

hates me who has exalted himself against me;

then I could hide from him. But it was you, a

man my equal, my companion and my

acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together,

and walked to the house of God in the throng”

(Psa. 55:12-14).

This psalm was written by David, probably

during the rebellion of his son Absalom 

(2 Sam. 15-18). However, the companion

whose betrayal David bemoans in these verses

is not Absalom, but his own counselor,

Ahithophel, who inexplicably switched sides in

the rebellion and gave Absalom advice on how

to defeat his father.   

This is not the only story in the Bible of

relationships broken by betrayal. Jesus was

killed by the treachery of one of His closest

companions, Judas. In a Roman prison, Paul

was stung by the conduct of his co-worker

Demas, who deserted him, “having loved this

present world.” 

The common theme in all these stories is

the tragedy of broken friendships. There are

few things in life more painful than experienc-

ing the disintegration of a relationship built up

over years of common communion. Whatever

the details of the breakup, the knowledge that

something has changed, and the relationship is

no longer what it once was, can be a bitter pill

to swallow. 

As we pick through the debris of such an

experience, what can we do to help us cope

with the loss?

First, we would be wise to ask ourselves

how many times we have disappointed our

friends by something we have said or done.

This does not excuse any wrongs committed,

but it does help us keep things in perspective.

None of us is perfect, and in some cases we,

too, may share at least some responsibility for

a break-up. We expect others to be forgiving of

our mistakes, not to judge us harshly. We must

be willing, therefore, to be charitable toward

those who we believe have betrayed us. If

there is any hope of reconciliation somewhere

in the future, it will be nurtured by planting

seeds of kindness now. 

Second, we must concentrate on the rela-

tionships that remain. We can let our disap-

pointment infect our other friendships to the

point that they are threatened as well. If we’re

not careful, we can allow bitterness and cyni-

cism to poison our attitude toward people in

general, and begin treating everyone with sus-

picion and aloofness. Over time, this will serve

only to undermine whatever friendships we

have left. 

Finally, this experience should be a cause

to re-examine the foundation of our faith. Who

do we really serve: God or men? If our faith is

deeply shaken by what people have done, then

perhaps we need to take a closer look at our

relationship with God. Our love for Him must

transcend whatever others may do. 

When people disappoint us, it can be a ter-

rible blow. But like all of life’s hard knocks, it

can also be an opportunity to learn and grow, if

we are willing to learn the lesson. 


