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Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Deon Kisner  . 522-8949
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Barry Roush  . 683-8243

Evangelists
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

FFoorrggiivvee
by David King

October 12, 2008

“And whenever you stand praying, if you

have anything against anyone, forgive him,

that your Father in heaven may also forgive

you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive,

neither will your Father in heaven forgive your

trespasses” (Mk. 11:25-26).

“. . . Bearing with one another, and forgiv-

ing one another, if anyone has a complaint

against another; even as Christ forgave you, so

you also must do” (Col. 3:13). 

To “forgive” another is to release them

from their debt, to bestow a favor upon them

that they do not deserve. That is what God has

done for us, and in these passages we are

instructed to pass that benefit on to those who

have offended us. 

In one sense, full forgiveness cannot be

extended unless the offender seeks it. Paul told

the Corinthians to deal with the fornicator in

their midst by removing him (1 Cor. 5:5-7).

Only after he was restored could they forgive

him and welcome him back to full fellowship 

(2 Cor. 2:6-8). 

But in our opening passages, Jesus and

Paul do not condition our forgiveness on any-

thing the offender does. In fact, Jesus says

that the forgiveness should be extended while

we are praying to God — when the offender is

nowhere around. So there is another sense in

which we can forgive someone of offenses for

which they have shown no remorse and offer

no apology. 

Some argue that this means we must “be

ready” to forgive, when and if the offending

party begs our forgiveness. But too often this

notion of being “ready” to forgive is simply a

license to hold a grudge until my enemy sur-

renders and grovels at my feet. 

Furthermore, we have numerous examples

of forgiveness being extended to wicked men

who clearly were not seeking it. As Jesus hung

on the cross, He prayed for his executors,

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know

what they do” (Lk. 23:34). Stephen prayed for

those who were throwing the very stones that

were pummeling his body, “Lord, do not charge

them with this sin” (Ac. 7:60). In the Old

Testament, David refused to exact justice on

King Saul, even though he was clearly the

innocent victim in their relationship. These men

extended forgiveness to their most hardened

enemies, even while suffering at their hands.  

The forgiveness under consideration here is

not a legal pronouncement of innocence that

depends on the offender to act first. Rather, it

is an attitude of unconditional love toward the

one who has offended us, the total absence of

any vengeful passion. It is a state of mind that

takes the initiative in seeking reconciliation,

through unrequited acts of kindness.  

This principle addresses the very founda-

tion of who we are as children of God. Our

relationship with God is defined by our willing-

ness to model the same attitude toward sin-

ners that He has displayed toward us. God

desires reconciliation with those who have

wronged Him, and is willing to sacrifice His

very best to make it happen — even while we

were still enemies. That is the kind of forgive-

ness we must extend to those who wrong us. 


