
Pleasant Valley
Church of Christ

3317 Amidon
Wichita KS 67204
(316) 838-4195

www.letjesusleadus.org

Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Deon Kisner  . 522-8949
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Barry Roush  . 683-8243

Evangelists
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
Eric Hamilton 213-5686

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

BBuuiillddiinngg  cchhaarraacctteerr  tthhrroouugghh  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  
by David King

June 8, 2008

“For this reason I left you in Crete, that

you should set in order the things that are

lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I

commanded you” (Titus 1:5). 

We have no record of how the gospel came

to the island of Crete. We know there were

Jewish inhabitants of Crete in Jerusalem on the

day of Pentacost (Ac. 2:11); perhaps they were

responsible for establishing the first churches

in Crete upon their return. Whatever their ori-

gins, we know that by the time Paul went to

Rome, these churches were in need of guid-

ance. That’s why Paul sent Titus to Crete, and

sent this follow-up letter to his young protege

to spell out an action plan.

We also know that Titus had a challenge

dealing with these churches. In his letter, Paul

quoted an ancient Cretan poet, Epimenides,

who said of his own people, “Cretans are

always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons” (1:12).

That is stereotypical hyperbole, of course—not

every Cretan was a lazy liar—but it summarizes

the general character flaw that plagued this

population. Other sources from this era offer

similar commentaries on the unscrupulous

character of the Cretans. 

That is why most of Paul’s epistle to Titus

deals with the subject of building personal

character. He directs Titus to teach these disci-

ples how to be good people, as family mem-

bers (2:1-6), as servants (2:9-10), and as citi-

zens (3:1-2). 

But if character-building was Paul’s primary

goal in this letter, it is curious that he begins

the epistle on an entirely different topic: church

organization. He left Titus on Crete to “set in

order the things that are lacking”—the Cretans

were certainly deficient in several areas—”and

appoint elders in every city.” The rest of this

opening chapter gives explicit qualifications for

the men who should fill the role of elders. In

other words, the first step towards straighten-

ing out the Cretan disciples was to get the local

churches properly organized with good leaders. 

How is church organization related to char-

acter development? There are two obvious con-

nections here. 

First, good leadership offers an example

for others to follow. It’s easier to teach people

how to live if they can see a living demonstra-

tion of that ideal. Qualified elders do not mere-

ly dictate behavior; they are “examples to the

flock” of how true Christians live (1 Pet. 5:3).

Second, good leadership is necessary to

deal firmly and fairly with those who are not

making progress in developing their character,

and with those who would lead God’s people

astray. The men who would serve as elders in

the Cretan churches would be able “to exhort

and convict those who contradict” (1:9). 

The pattern of organization that God has

given His people—qualified shepherds in local

congregations—is essential to the overall suc-

cess of God’s purpose of presenting “every

man complete in Christ” (Col. 1:28). When

churches fail to develop this leadership, or

when they ignore God’s plan and create their

own organizations, the greater goal of building

character among His people is thwarted.

Church organization matters! 


