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Schedule
of Services

Sunday
Classes  . . . . . 9:30 am
Worship  . . . . 10:30 am
Evening  . . . . . 6:00 pm

Wednesday
Classes  . . . . . 7:30 pm

Elders 
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321
David King  . . 744-9069
Steve Wright . 777-4393

Deacons
Deon Kisner  . 522-8949
Keith Miller  . . 618-1669
Frank Neal  . . 744-0022
Barry Roush  . 683-8243

Evangelist
Jerry Blount  . 320-4321

The Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ is a 
non-denominational 
group of believers 

who are committed to 
following Jesus in our 
attitudes, our relation-
ships, and our worship. 
If you want the same 

thing in your life, 
please contact us. 
We’d like to help.

Unless otherwise noted,
all scripture quotations
are from the New King
James Version Bible,

Thomas Nelson
Publishers.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31)

TToo  eeaacchh  hhiiss  oowwnn
by David King

April 15, 2007

“If you are wise, you are wise for yourself,

and if you scoff, you alone will bear it” (Prov.

9:12).

In the book of Proverbs, “wisdom” is the

ability to recognize cause-and-effect relation-

ships in life, and to order one’s behavior to

achieve the best possible outcome. The

“scoffer” is the one who, due to stubbornness

or pride, fails to see those connections and

makes mistakes that could have been avoided.

God’s word is an excellent guidebook to

mastering these principles. But one need not

be a Bible scholar to learn them. Anyone who

keeps his eyes open and studies human behav-

ior — especially the mistakes that others make

— should be able to figure out “wisdom.” 

Of course, the decision to be wise or to

scoff at these basic truths is entirely our own.

God will never twist our arm to do good or

bad. He will persuade, plead, warn, encourage,

instruct — but the final choice is always left up

to us. By His own design, God’s ability to

enforce His will is rather limited.

But that doesn’t mean God is powerless.

The cause-and-effect relationships that God

has built into His moral order are remarkably

strong, and carry their own rewards and pun-

ishments. Whether or not we see the connec-

tions between our behaviors and the outcomes

of those behaviors, the results are predictable.

“He who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap

corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of

the Spirit reap everlasting life” (Gal. 6:8). We

are free to do as we choose; but we are

chained to the outcome of our choice.

Consider the rewards of a life of wisdom: a

generally longer, healthier life; the esteem of

those around us; peace of mind; prosperity;

and in the next life, a home in heaven. If it

seems that the godly man gets a few more

breaks in life than the rest of us, it is no acci-

dent. His self-discipline and hard work are

earning those breaks for him. He is indeed

“wise for himself.”

Of course, we don’t have to follow the wise

man’s example. If we choose to ignore God’s

instructions and let pleasure, greed, emotion,

or blind tradition guide our steps, we’re per-

fectly free to do so. Certainly it is much easier,

and probably more fun this way. But don’t go

looking for a scapegoat when things go wrong,

as surely they must. Health problems, financial

problems, poor relationships with others, anxi-

ety, and eternal torment in hell — these are

the inevitable fruits of a life of self-indulgence.

When this bitter harvest comes in, we cannot

blame friends, parents, the preacher, God, or

society. “If you scoff, you alone will bear it.” We

get what we deserve!

The fruits of our behavior, good or bad, are

not always apparent at the first. The sacrifices

that a life of wisdom requires can seem unduly

harsh. Occasionally righteous people will suffer

unfairly, and wicked people will profit from

their wickedness. But these aberrations are

only a temporary skewing of the natural order.

Eventually the scales will balance out, and the

chickens will come home to roost. “Do not be

deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a

man sows, that he will also reap” (Gal. 6:7).


